
Creating CONNECTIONS
through Co-operation in Finland

The Finnish Network for Rare Diseases (Harvinaiset-verkosto) consists of 16 organisations and foundations. 

The members of the network represent thousands of rare disease patients and are signi� cant providers of social 

and health care services. The network and its members work actively to in� uence and to inform the policy makers 

on behalf of rare disease patients and their interests.
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The Finnish Society
Government and Decision Makers

The main funding for the member organisations
comes from Finland’s Slot Machine Association
(RAY) which was established in 1938 to raise
funds through gaming operations to support
Finnish health and social welfare organizations.
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• directing the patients 
 to NGO organised services
• providing information 
 and research results

• advocating and informing
• experience based knowledge to

support decision making
• training and education

• experience based knowledge
• knowledge of important

issues and guidelines
• making their voices heard

• services: 
 rehabilitation,
 guidance, peer support,  
 training
 and education
• representative and
 advocate

• law
• regulations

• instructions

• statements
• providing public outsourced services
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