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The European Commission, through their Directorate for General Health and Consumer Protection, is funding the ENERCA Project. Each of its members has been individually chosen to provide expert experience and advice. The main objective is to improve the communication between specialists and to establish a support network for them. This is done through the
ENERCA WEBSITE: To provide patients and their families with a reliable information source in their language so they are better equipped to understand their condition.

The European Network for Rare and Congenital Anaemias, ENERCA, has entered into the second phase after having been approved for granting by the Public Health Directorate of the European Commission. The first part of the project started in October 2002 and finished in April 2004 and it aimed at facilitating specific information about rare anaemias for patients as well as for doctors, scientists and other professionals dealing with these diseases. The ENERCA web page was created during that period and provides specific information aimed at two target groups; the public part for patients and the extranet with restricted access for professionals. A further objective was to promote cross-border cooperation between experts in Europe in order to establish the basis for implementing the ambitious aims of the second phase. ENERCA II started in September 2005 und will run for 36 months. 12 experts from 7 European countries have already consolidated the international cooperation. The main objective is to contribute to the improvement of awareness on rare anaemias by measures in:
1. Health information. Referral laboratories and experts are identified in order to provide best professional assistance throughout Europe. Information that is easy to understand by patients is available. The medical alert card MAC for patients is promoted. There is an on-line forum for professionals where exchange of information can take place. 
2. Epidemiological surveillance. Available data on rare anaemias in Europe will be evaluated and systematic screening will be encouraged. 
3. Establishing harmonized European training. This is planned for professionals in order to improve their understanding of molecular and genetic mechanisms in rare anaemias.
4. Quality assessment. Established for laboratory diagnosis, prevention and clinical management of rare anaemias. Consensuated European guidelines are being created.
5. Keeping the web site updated. The web page is under constant revision in order to complete information in both the public part and the extranet.
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